Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 
Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 


Wednesday 


T: 582-7800 
www.arubatoday.com 
facebook.com/arubatoday 
instagram.com/arubatoday 


December 7, 2022 


The taste of New England 


with Caribbean flair 


Page 8 


Successful first coaching clinic 
by USA Baseball in Aruba 


School as a triangular 
relationship: “We work together 
with parents and students to 
reach the best for our children” 


Page 11 


Page 7 


Jan. 6 ‘heroes’ honored for defending 
Capitol from Trump mob 


Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi of Calif., applauds U.S. Capitol Police Chief J. Thomas Manger, 
during a Congressional Gold Medal ceremony honoring law enforcement officers who defended 
the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022. 
Associated Press 


By MARY CLARE JALONICK, 
FARNOUSH AMIRI and LISA 
MASCARO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Law 
enforcement officers who 
defended the U.S. Capitol 
on Jan. 6, 2021 were hon- 
ored Tuesday with Con- 
gressional 
Gold 
Medals, 
praised as “heroes” for se- 
curing democracy when 
they fought off a brutal 
and bloody attack by sup- 
porters of then-President 
Donald Trump. 
House 
Speaker 
Nancy 
Pelosi opened an emotion- 
al ceremony, tensions still 
raw in the stately Capitol 
Rotunda, which was over- 


run that day when Trump 
supporters 
roamed 
the 
halls trying to stop Congress 
from certifying Joe Biden’s 
election. 
“January 6 was a day of 
horror and heartbreak; it is 
also a moment of extraor- 
dinary 
heroism 
—staring 
down deadly violence and 
despicable bigotry,” Pelosi 
said. 
In 
bestowing 
Congress’ 
highest 
honor, 
Pelosi 
praised 
the 
heroes 
for 
“courageously 
answering 
the call to defend our de- 
mocracy in one of the na- 
tion’s darkest hours.” 
Senate Republican lead- 
er Mitch McConnell said: 


“Thank you for having our 
backs. Thank you for saving 
our country. Thank you for 
not only being our friends, 
but our heroes.” 
But showing the raw po- 
litical and emotional fallout 
from the insurrection and 
its aftermath, representa- 
tives of one of the medal 
recipients — the family of 
fallen officer Brian Sicknick 
— declined to shake hands 
with the Republican lead- 
ers, snubbing McConnell’s 
outstretched palm. 
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Jan. 6 ‘heroes’ honored for defending Capitol from Trump mob 


Continued from Front 


To recognize the hundreds 
of officers who were at the 
Capitol on Jan. 6, the med- 
als will be placed in four 
locations — at U.S. Capitol 
Police headquarters, the 
Metropolitan 
Police 
De- 
partment, the Capitol and 
the Smithsonian Institution. 
In signing the legislation last 
year, Biden said that one 
will be placed at the Smith- 
sonian museum “so all visi- 
tors can understand what 
happened that day.” 
Metropolitan Police Chief 
Robert Contee said for 
some officers Tuesday was 
their first time visiting the 
Capitol since that horrific 
day, a scene filled with the 
clanking sound of metal 
steel flag poles being wield- 
ed as weapons, “the air still 
thick” with chemical sprays 
as officers were assaulted 
by the mob of Trump sup- 
porters. 
“Many of us still carry the 
mental, physical and emo- 
tional scars,” Contee said. 
“It was your blood, your 
sweat and your tears that 
marked these grounds,” he 
said. 
Contee said the medal for 
the city’s police officers 
who rushed to help their 
Capitol Police allies defend 
the dome that day was 
symbolic of their “contribu- 
tions not just to Washing- 
ton, D.C., but to the entire 
country on Jan. 6.” 
U.S. Capitol Police Chief 
Thomas Manger called it 
“a day unlike any other in 
our nation’s history. And for 
us. It was a day defined by 
chaos, courage and tragic 
loss.” The ceremony at the 
Capitol comes as Demo- 
crats, just weeks away from 
losing their House major- 
ity, race to finish a nearly 
18-month investigation of 
the insurrection. 
Without support from GOP 
leadership, Democrats and 
just two Republicans have 
led the probe and vowed 
to uncover the details of 
the attack, which came 
as Trump tried to overturn 
his election defeat and en- 
couraged his supporters to 
“fight like hell” in a rally just 
before the congressional 
certification. 
Awarding the medals is 


among Pelosi’s last cer- 
emonial acts as she pre- 
pares to step down from 
leadership. When the bill 
passed the House more 
than a year ago, she said 
the law enforcement of- 
ficers from across the city 
defended the Capitol be- 
cause they were “the type 
of Americans who heard 
the call to serve and an- 
swered it, putting country 
above self.” 
Dozens of the officers who 
fought off the rioters sus- 
tained serious injuries. As 
the mob of Trump’s sup- 
porters pushed past them 
and into the Capitol, police 
were beaten with Ameri- 
can flags and their own 
guns, dragged down stairs, 
sprayed 
with 
chemicals 
and trampled and crushed 
by the crowd. Officers suf- 
fered physical wounds, in- 
cluding brain injuries and 
others with lifelong effects, 
and many struggled to 
work afterward because 
they were so traumatized. 
Four officers who testified at 


a House hearing last year 
spoke openly about the 
lasting mental and physical 
scars, and some detailed 
near-death experiences. 
Metropolitan Police Officer 
Daniel Hodges described 
foaming at the mouth, 
bleeding and screaming 
as the rioters tried to gouge 
out his eye and crush him 
between two heavy doors. 
Metropolitan 
Police 
Of- 
ficer Michael Fanone, who 
rushed to the scene, said 
he was “grabbed, beat- 
en, tased, all while being 
called a traitor to my coun- 
try.” Capitol Police Officer 
Harry Dunn said a large 
group of people shouted 
the N-word at him as he 
was trying to keep them 
from breaching the House 
chamber. 
At least nine people who 
were at the Capitol that 
day died during and af- 
ter the rioting, including a 
woman who was shot and 
killed by police as she tried 
to break into the House 
chamber and three other 


Trump supporters who suf- 
fered medical emergen- 
cies. Two police officers 
died by suicide in the days 
that immediately followed, 
and a third officer, Sick- 
nick, collapsed and later 
died after one of the rioters 
sprayed him with a chemi- 
cal. A medical examiner 
determined he died of nat- 
ural causes. 
Several months after the 
attack, in August 2021, the 
Metropolitan 
Police 
an- 
nounced that two more of 
their officers who had re- 
sponded to the insurrection 
had died by suicide. The 
circumstances that led to 
their deaths were unknown. 
The June 2021 House vote 
to award the medals won 
widespread support from 
both parties. But 21 House 
Republicans voted against 
it — lawmakers who had 
downplayed the violence 
and stayed loyal to Trump. 
The Senate passed the leg- 
islation by voice vote, with 
no Republican objections. 
Pelosi, McConnell, House 


Republican leader Kevin 
McCarthy and Senate Ma- 
jority Leader Chuck Schum- 
er attended the ceremony 
and awarded medals. 
The 
Congressional 
Gold 
Medal, the highest honor 
Congress can bestow, has 
been handed out since 
1776. Previous recipients in- 
clude George Washington, 
Sir Winston Churchill, Bob 
Hope and Robert Frost. In 
recent years, Congress has 
awarded the medals to 
former New Orleans Saints 
player Steve Gleason, who 
became a leading advo- 
cate for people struggling 
with Lou Gehrig’s disease, 
and biker Greg LeMond. 
Signing the bill at the White 
House last year, Biden said 
the officers’ heroism can- 
not be forgotten. 
The insurrection was a “vio- 
lent attempt to overturn the 
will of the American peo- 
ple,” and Americans have 
to understand what hap- 
pened, he said. “The hon- 
est and unvarnished truth. 
We have to face it.”q 


From left, Serena Liebengood, widow of U.S. Capitol Police officer Howie Liebengood, former Washington Metropolitan Police 
Department officer Michael Fanone Washington Metropolitan Police Department officer Daniel Hodges, U.S. Capitol Police Sgt. 
Aquilino Gonell and U.S. Capitol Police Sgt. Harry Dunn listen as the House select committee investigating the Jan. 6 attack on the 
U.S. Capitol holds a hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, Oct. 13, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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By KELVIN CHAN 
AP Business Writer 
LONDON (AP) — Facebook 
parent Meta’s quasi-inde- 
pendent oversight board 
said Tuesday that an inter- 
nal system that exempted 
high-profile users, including 
former U.S. President Don- 
ald Trump, from some or all 
of its content moderation 
rules needs a major over- 
haul. 
The report by the Oversight 
Board, which was more 
than a year in the making, 
said the system “is flawed in 
key areas which the com- 
pany must address.” 
Meta asked the board to 
look into the system af- 
ter The Wall Street Jour- 
nal reported last year that 
it was being abused by 
many of its elite users, who 
were posting material that 
would result in penalties for 
ordinary people, including 
for harassment and incite- 
ment of violence. 
Facebook’s rules report- 
edly didn’t seem to apply 
to some VIP users while oth- 
ers faced reviews of rule- 
breaking posts that never 
happened, according to 
the Journal article, which 
said the system had at 
least 5.8 million exempted 
users as of 2020. 
The system known as 
“XCheck,” or cross-check 
was exposed in Facebook 
documents 
leaked 
by 
Frances Haugen, a former 
product manager turned 
whistleblower 
who 
cap- 
tured worldwide headlines 
with revelations alleging 
that the social media com- 
pany prioritized profits over 
online safety and galva- 
nized regulators into crack- 
ing down on hate speech 
and misinformation. 
Nick Clegg, Meta’s presi- 
dent 
for 
global 
affairs, 
tweeted that the compa- 
ny requested the review of 
the system “so that we can 
continue our work to im- 
prove the program.” 
To fully address the board’s 
recommendations, “we’ve 
agreed to respond within 
90 days,” he added. 
The company has said 
cross-check, 
which 
ap- 
plies to Facebook and In- 
stagram, was designed to 
prevent “overpolicing,” or 
mistakenly removing con- 


tent thought to be break- 
ing the platform’s rules. 
The Oversight Board’s re- 
port said that the cross- 
check system resulted in us- 
ers being treated unequally 
and that it led to delays in 
taking down content that 
violated the rules because 
there were up to five sepa- 
rate checks. Decisions on 
average took more than 
five days, it found. 
For 
content 
posted 
by 
American users, the av- 
erage decision took 12 
days, and for Afghanistan 
and Syria, it was 17 days. 
In some cases, it took a lot 
longer: one piece of con- 
tent waited 222 days more 
than seven months for a 
decision, the report said, 
without providing further 
details. 
Among its 32 recommen- 
dations, the board said 
Meta “should prioritize ex- 
pression that is important 
for human rights, including 
expression which is of spe- 
cial public importance.” 
Human rights defenders, 
advocates for marginal- 
ized 
communities, 
pub- 
lic officials and journalists 
should be given higher pri- 
ority than others put on the 
cross-check list because 
they are business partners, 
such as big companies, 
political parties, musicians, 
celebrities and artists, the 
report said. 
“If users included due to 
their commercial impor- 
tance frequently post vio- 
lating content, they should 
no longer benefit from spe- 
cial protection,” the board 
said. 
Addressing other flaws, the 
board also urged Meta to 
remove or hide content 
while it’s being reviewed 
and said the company 
should “radically increase 
transparency 
around 
cross-check and how it op- 
erates,” such as outlining 
“clear, public criteria” on 
who gets to be on the list. 
The board upheld Face- 
book’s decision to ban 
Trump last year out of con- 
cern he incited violence 
leading to the riot on the 
U.S. Capitol. 
But it said the company 
failed to mention the cross- 
check system in its request 
for a ruling. The company 


Facebook’s Meta logo sign is seen at the company headquarters in Menlo Park, Calif., on, Oct. 
28, 2021. 
Associated Press 


Meta oversight board urges changes to VIP moderation system 


has until Jan. 7 to decide 
whether to let Trump back 
on. 
Clegg said in a blog post 
that Meta has already 


been 
making 
changes 
to cross-check, including 
standardizing it so that it’s 
“run in a more consistent 
way,” opening up the sys- 


tem to content from all 3 
billion Facebook users and 
holding annual reviews to 
verify its list of elite users 
and entities. q 
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By JIM SALTER 
Associated Press 
The deadline for obtain- 
ing the Real ID needed to 
board a domestic flight has 
been pushed back again, 
with the Department of 
Homeland Security citing 
the lingering impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic for 
the slower-than-expected 
rollout. The deadline to 
have a Real ID had been 
May 3, 2023, but DHS an- 
nounced 
Monday 
that 
it was pushed back two 
years, to May 7, 2025. 
“This extension will give 
states needed time to en- 
sure their residents can ob- 
tain a REAL ID-compliant 
license 
or 
identification 
card,” 
Homeland 
Secu- 
rity Secretary Alejandro N. 
Mayorkas said in a news re- 


lease. “DHS will also use this 
time to implement innova- 
tions to make the process 
more efficient and acces- 
sible. We will continue to 
ensure that the American 


public can travel safely.” 
People are getting compli- 
ant IDs as they renew driv- 
er’s licenses, but DHS said 
the pandemic resulted in 
backlogs at state driver’s 


license offices. Because of 
the backlogs, many state 
agencies that issue driver’s 
licenses automatically ex- 
tended expiration dates 
on licenses and ID cards, 
rather than issuing licenses 
and cards compliant with 
the Real ID requirement. 
After the May 2025 dead- 
line, domestic travelers 18 
and older on commercial 
flights must have a Real ID- 
compliant driver’s license 
or state photo ID identifica- 
tion card. Real ID also will 
be required to enter some 
federal facilities such as mil- 
itary bases.The Real ID law 
was passed by Congress in 
2005 on a recommendation 
from the 9/11 Commission. 
The new form of ID incor- 
porates anti-counterfeiting 
technology and uses doc- 


umentary evidence and 
record checks to ensure a 
person is who they claim to 
be. Enforcement has been 
delayed several times since 
the original 2008 deadline. 
Most recently, in April 2021, 
DHS extended the dead- 
line to May 2023, also cit- 
ing how COVID-19 made 
it harder for states to issue 
new licenses. DHS said in 
2021 that only 43% of state- 
issued driver’s licenses and 
ID cards were considered 
Real ID-compliant. 
All 50 states, the District of 
Columbia and four of the 
five U.S. territories covered 
by the Real ID Act are issu- 
ing Real ID-compliant driv- 
er’s licenses and ID cards. 
DHS said American Samoa 
is under review for Real ID 
enforcement.q 


A sample copy of a Washington driver license is shown at the 
Washington state Department of Licensing office in Lacey, 
Wash., on June 22, 2018. 


Associated Press 


COVID’s lingering impact prompts Real ID deadline extension 


By BRIAN WITTE, SCOTT BAU- 
ER and JAMES POLLARD 
Associated Press 
ANNAPOLIS, Maryland (AP) 
— Maryland is banning the 
use of TikTok and certain 
China and Russia-based 
platforms in the state’s ex- 
ecutive branch of govern- 
ment, Gov. Larry Hogan 
said Tuesday, citing an un- 
acceptable cybersecurity 
risk to the state. 
The Republican governor 
announced an emergen- 
cy cybersecurity directive 
to prohibit to prohibit the 
use of the platforms, say- 
ing they may be involved 
in cyber-espionage, surveil- 
lance of government enti- 
ties and inappropriate col- 
lection of sensitive personal 
information. 
Under the directive, state 
agencies 
must 
remove 
any of these products from 
state networks. Agencies 
also are required to imple- 
ment measures to prevent 
installation of these prod- 
ucts, and put in place net- 
work-based restrictions to 
prevent the use of, or ac- 
cess to, prohibited services. 
Wisconsin’s 
Republican 
representatives in Congress 
on Tuesday called on Dem- 
ocratic Gov. Tony Evers to 
delete the video platform 


TikTok from all state govern- 
ment devices, calling it a 
national security threat. 
The request comes a week 
after South Dakota Gov. 
Kristi Noem, a Republican, 
banned state employees 
and contractors from ac- 
cessing TikTok on state- 
owned devices, citing its 
ties to China. South Caro- 
lina Gov. Henry McMaster, 
also a Republican, on Mon- 
day banned TikTok from all 
state government devices. 
The issue has gained in- 


creasing traction in conser- 
vative circles. 
A researcher with the con- 
servative Heritage Foun- 
dation last month called 
on government officials to 
ban TikTok from operating 
entirely in the United States. 
And last week, FBI Director 
Chris Wray said China could 
use the app to collect data 
on its users that could be 
used for traditional espio- 
nage operations as part of 
his growing warnings about 
the popular video sharing 


app. 
“Wisconsinites expect their 
governor to be aware of 
the dangerous national se- 
curity threats TikTok poses 
and to protect them from 
this avenue for CCP intel- 
ligence operations,” said 
the letter signed by U.S. 
Sen. 
Ron 
Johnson 
and 
U.S. Reps. Mike Gallagher, 
Tom Tiffany, Glenn Groth- 
man, Bryan Steil and Scott 
Fitzgerald. 
Gallagher 
last 
month 
joined with U.S. Sen. Marco 


Rubio, of Florida, in writing 
an opinion piece calling for 
governments to ban TikTok. 
Evers’ spokesperson Britt 
Cudaback said the admin- 
istration takes cybersecurity 
threats “very seriously” and 
regularly consults with the 
U.S. Department of Home- 
land Security, the FBI, and 
counterintelligence 
spe- 
cialists when making deci- 
sions about state govern- 
ment devices. 
“We will continue to defer 
to the judgment and ad- 
vice of law enforcement, 
cybersecurity, and coun- 
terintelligence 
experts 
regarding this and other 
evolving cybersecurity is- 
sues,” Cudaback said. 
Earlier, on Twitter, Cuda- 
back faulted Republicans 
for not speaking directly 
with the governor about 
their request. 
“My favorite part about 
Wisconsin 
Republicans’ 
(tilde)we want to work 
together(tilde) 
narrative 
is when they send a for- 
mal, three-page letter that 
could’ve been a phone 
call just so they leak to press 
and get stories like this,” 
she said in reference to a 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
story, which first reported 
on the letter.q 


Wisconsin Democratic Gov. Tony Evers makes his acceptance speech on Nov. 9, 2022, in Madison, 
Wis., after winning the governorship election. 


Associated Press 


Maryland governor bans TikTok in state government 
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BEIJING (AP) — China strict- 
ly adheres to its policy of no 
first use of nuclear weap- 
ons “at any time and under 
any circumstances,” its De- 
fense Ministry said Tuesday 
in a scathing response to a 
U.S. report alleging a major 
buildup in Beijing’s nuclear 
capabilities. 
The Pentagon last week 
released an annual China 
security report that warned 
Beijing would likely have 
1,500 nuclear warheads by 
2035, and that it has pro- 
vided no clarity on how it 
plans to use them. 
That report “distorts Chi- 
na’s national defense pol- 
icy and military strategy, 
makes groundless specula- 
tion about China’s military 
development and grossly 
interferes in China’s internal 
affairs on the issue of Tai- 
wan,” ministry spokesper- 
son Tan Kefei said in a state- 
ment. Tan accused the U.S. 
of being the “biggest trou- 
blemaker and destroyer of 
world peace and stability,” 
and repeated that Beijing 
has never renounced the 
use of force to conquer 
self-governing Taiwan, a 
U.S. ally that China consid- 
ers part of its territory. 
Tan did not directly address 
the 
report’s 
allegations 
about a Chinese nuclear 
buildup, but blamed the 


U.S. for raising nuclear ten- 
sions, particularly with its 
plan to help Australia build 
a fleet of submarines pow- 
ered by U.S. nuclear tech- 
nology, which the French 
president has described as 
a “confrontation with Chi- 
na.” Australia has said it will 
not seek to arm the subma- 
rines with nuclear weap- 
ons. Tan also accused the 
U.S. of having the world’s 
largest 
nuclear 
arsenal, 
although that title is actu- 


ally held by Russia, a close 
Chinese military, economic 
and diplomatic partner. 
As of 2022, Russia possess- 
es a total of 5,977 nuclear 
warheads compared to 
5,428 in the U.S. inventory, 
according to the Federa- 
tion of American Scientists. 
China currently has 350 nu- 
clear warheads, according 
to the federation. 
China has long adhered to 
what it calls a purely defen- 
sive national security strate- 


gy, including a claim that it 
will never be the first to use 
nuclear weapons in a con- 
flict. That stance has fre- 
quently been challenged 
at 
home 
and 
abroad, 
particularly if it comes to a 
confrontation over Taiwan. 
“What needs to be empha- 
sized is that China firmly pur- 
sues the nuclear strategy of 
self-defense and defense, 
always adheres to the poli- 
cy of no first use of nuclear 
weapons at any time and 


under any circumstances, 
and maintains its nuclear 
force at the minimum level 
required for national secu- 
rity,” Tan said in the state- 
ment, which was posted on 
the ministry’s website. 
His remarks came days af- 
ter U.S. Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin said the U.S. 
is at a pivotal point with 
China and will need mili- 
tary strength to ensure that 
American values, not Bei- 
jing’s, set global norms in 
the 21st century. 
Austin’s speech Saturday 
at the Reagan National 
Defense Forum capped a 
week in which the Penta- 
gon was squarely focused 
on China’s rise and what 
that might mean for Amer- 
ica’s position in the world. 
China “is the only country 
with both the will and, in- 
creasingly, the power to 
reshape its region and the 
international order to suit its 
authoritarian preferences,” 
Austin said. “So let me be 
clear: We will not let that 
happen.” Austin was on 
hand Friday for a dramatic 
nighttime rollout of the U.S. 
military’s newest nuclear 
stealth bomber, the B-21 
Raider, which is being de- 
signed to beat the quickly 
growing cyber, space and 
nuclear 
capabilities 
of 
Beijing.q 


GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) 
— Bulldozers and cranes 
were seen Tuesday disman- 
tling a commercial crossing 
point on the eastern side of 


Gaza City after Israel de- 
cided to extend a security 
barrier at the location of 
the long-defunct terminal. 
The 
Karni 
crossing 
had 


been the largest and main 
import-export terminal for 
the 
Palestinian 
enclave, 
equipped with scanners 
and conveyor belts. But 
Israel shut it down when it 
imposed a blockade on 
Gaza following the militant 
Hamas group’s takeover in 
2007. 
For the next three years, 
Karni 
operated 
intermit- 
tently for limited deliver- 
ies of basic humanitar- 
ian needs in Gaza. Israel 
eventually stopped using it 
and shifted the work to the 
smaller, limited Kerem Sha- 
lom crossing in southeast 
Gaza Strip. 
Kerem Shalom lacked the 
advanced capabilities of 
Karni and it depended on 
back-to-back 
movement 


of goods, where Israeli 
trucks offload their ship- 
ments and leave before 
Palestinian trucks enter to 
pick up the goods. 
On Sunday, the Israeli mili- 
tary said it began an op- 
eration to evacuate Karni 
to complete the construc- 
tion of an underground 
barrier. “This is an opera- 
tion designed to improve 
defense in this area, which 
takes place as part of the 
improvement of defense in 
the entire border area with 
the Gaza Strip,” it added. 
Last year, Israel announced 
the completion of an en- 
hanced 
security 
barrier 
around the Gaza Strip de- 
signed to prevent militants 
from 
sneaking 
into 
the 
country. 


The 65-kilometer (40-mile) 
barrier includes radar sys- 
tems, maritime sensors and 
a network of underground 
sensors to detect militant 
tunnels. 
Existing 
fencing 
was replaced with a 6-me- 
ter (6.5-yard) high “smart 
fence” with sensors and 
cameras. 
The Gaza-Israel border has 
been largely calm since an 
Egyptian-brokered cease- 
fire ended a three-day war 
with Islamic Jihad militants 
in the territory. Hamas Is- 
lamists also honor unofficial 
understandings to maintain 
calm in exchange for Israeli 
economic incentives, in- 
cluding allowing thousands 
of Gazans to cross into Is- 
rael for work.q 


Visitors tour past military vehicles carrying the Dong Feng 41 and DF-17 ballistic missiles at an 
exhibition highlighting President Xi Jinping and his China’s achievements under his leadership, at 
the Beijing Exhibition Hall in Beijing on Oct. 12, 2022. 


Associated Press 


China blasts U.S. report, reiterates ‘no 1st use’ nuke policy 


An Israeli excavator demolishes the remains of Karni commercial 
border crossing between Israel and Gaza Strip, east of Gaza 
City, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Israel dismantles unused Gaza crossing to extend barrier 
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By ROB GILLIES 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — The Ca- 
nadian branch of Amnesty 
International said Monday 
it was the target of a cy- 
berattack 
sponsored 
by 
China. 
The human rights organiza- 
tion said it first detected the 
breach Oct. 5 and hired 
forensic investigators and 
cybersecurity experts to in- 
vestigate. 
Ketty Nivyabandi, Secre- 
tary General of Amnesty 
International Canada, said 
the searches in their sys- 
tems were specifically and 
solely related to China and 
Hong Kong, as well as a 
few prominent Chinese ac- 
tivists. The hack left the or- 
ganization offline for nearly 
three weeks. U.S. cyberse- 
curity firm Secureworks said 
there was no attempt to 
monetize the access, and 


“a threat group sponsored 
or tasked by the Chinese 
state” was likely behind 
the attack because of the 
nature of the searches, the 
level of sophistication and 
the use of specific tools 
that are distinctive of Chi- 
na-sponsored actors. 


Nivyabandi 
encouraged 
activists and journalists to 
update their cybersecurity 
protocols in light of it. 
“As an organization ad- 
vocating for human rights 
globally, we are very aware 
that we may be the tar- 
get of state-sponsored at- 


tempts to disrupt or surveil 
our work. These will not in- 
timidate us and the security 
and privacy of our activists, 
staff, donors, and stake- 
holders remain our utmost 
priority,” Nivyabandi said. 
Amnesty is among organi- 
zations that support human 
rights activists and journal- 
ists targeted by state ac- 
tors for surveillance. That 
includes confirming cases 
of activists’ and journalists’ 
cellphones being infect- 
ed with Pegasus spyware, 
which turns the devices 
into real-time listening tools 
in addition to copying their 
contents. 
In August, the cybersecurity 
firm Recorded Future listed 
Amnesty and the Interna- 
tional Federation for Hu- 
man Rights among organi- 
zations that Chinese hack- 
ers were targeting through 
password-stealing schemes 


designed to harvest cre- 
dentials. It called that par- 
ticularly concerning given 
the Chinese state’s “report- 
ed human rights abuses in 
relation to Uyghurs, Tibet- 
ans and other ethnic and 
religious minority groups.” 
Amnesty has raised alarms 
about a system of intern- 
ment camps in China that 
swept up a million or more 
Uyghurs and other ethnic 
minorities, 
according 
to 
estimates by experts. Chi- 
na, which describes the 
camps as vocational train- 
ing and education centers 
to combat extremism, says 
they have been closed. 
The government has never 
publicly said how many 
people 
passed 
through 
them. 
China’s embassy in Ottawa 
did not immediately re- 
spond to a message seek- 
ing comment.q 


By RAHIM FAIEZ 
Associated Press 
ISLAMABAD (AP) — Afghan 
girls will be allowed to take 
their high school gradua- 
tion exams this week, an of- 
ficial and documents from 
the 
Taliban 
government 
indicated Tuesday — even 
though they have been 
banned from classrooms 
since the former insurgents 
took over the country last 
year. 
According to two docu- 
ments from the Taliban 
ministry of education, ob- 
tained by The Associated 
Press, the decision applies 
to 31 out of Afghanistan’s 
34 provinces where the 
winter school break starts in 
late December. 
Ehsanullah 
Kitab, 
head 
of the Kabul education 
department, said the ex- 
ams would take place on 
Wednesday. He provided 
no other details and it was 
not clear how many teen- 
age girls would be able to 
take the exam. 
One of the documents, 
from the Kabul education 
department, said the ex- 
ams would last from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. A second docu- 


ment, signed by Habibul- 
lah Agha, the education 
minister who took office in 
September, said the tests 
would be held in 31 Afghan 
provinces. The three ex- 
cluded provinces Kanda- 
har, Helmand and Nimroz 
have a different timetable 
for the school year and 
high school graduation ex- 
ams typically take place 


there later. 
“This 
is 
ridiculous,” 
said 
18-year-old 
Najela 
from 
Kabul, giving only her first 
name for fear of repri- 
sals. She would now be in 
twelfth grade and eligible 
for the exam. “We spent 
a whole year under ten- 
sion and stress and haven’t 
read a single page of our 
textbooks.” 


“How can we possibly take 
an exam after a year and 
a half that the Taliban have 
kept school doors closed,” 
she added. 
The Taliban overran Af- 
ghanistan in August 2021 as 
U.S. and NATO forces were 
in the final weeks of their 
pullout from the country af- 
ter 20 years of war. Despite 
initially promising a more 


moderate rule and wom- 
en’s and minority rights, 
they have restricted rights 
and freedoms and widely 
implemented their harsh in- 
terpretation of Islamic law, 
or Sharia. 
They have banned girls 
from middle school and 
high 
school, 
restricted 
women from most employ- 
ment, and ordered them to 
wear head-to-toe clothing 
in public. Women are also 
banned from parks, gyms, 
and funfairs. 
Women have not been 
denied access from uni- 
versities under the Taliban 
and the implication of the 
latest development is that 
Afghan girls who obtain a 
high school diploma after 
Wednesday’s exam would 
be able to apply for univer- 
sities. 
A Kabul high school princi- 
pal said she was informed 
that twelfth grade girls will 
have just one day to take 
exams in 14 subjects, with 
10 questions from each 
subject. The principal, who 
spoke on condition of an- 
onymity for fear of repri- 
sals, said most girl students 
lacked textbooks.q 


Afghan girls attend a religious school, which remained open since the last year’s Taliban takeover, 
in Kabul, Afghanistan, Aug 11, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Taliban allow high school graduation exams for Afghan girls 


Ketty Nivyabandi, Secretary General of Amnesty International 
Canada, speaks during a news conference on Parliament Hill in 
Ottawa, Ontario, Wednesday, Sept. 28, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Amnesty International Canada says it was hacked by Beijing 
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Successful first coaching clinic by USA Baseball in Aruba 
A total of 70 coaches took part and received a certificate 


ORANJESTAD – During the 
weekend of the 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th of December, the 
first coaching clinic by USA 
Baseball took place in Aru- 
ba. A weekend dedicated 
to improving the sport of 
baseball on our island. 


Friday afternoon, the Meet 
and Greet took place in 
Local Store, allowing the lo- 
cal coaches to meet more 
closely and have a chat 
with the coaches of USA 
Baseball. In a friendly at- 
mosphere, the four coach- 
es were presented and this 
way, the event was kick- 
started. 


On the 3rd of December, 


the first session began at 
the University of Aruba at 
12:05pm sharp. It must be 
noted that this was attend- 
ed by 70 coaches from dif- 
ferent organizations in Aru- 
ba, and two of them were 
female. 


During this session they 
elaborated 
on 
different 
aspects, for example in- 
field, hitting, base coach- 
ing, outfield, pitching and 
baserunning. Even though 
the session lasted five hours 
and was dedicated to the 
theoretic part, the ques- 
tions and interactions were 
great, and were well re- 
ceived by the coaches of 
USA Baseball. The atmo- 


sphere was very positive 
and filled with energy. Most 
importantly, it showed that 
the coaches are here to 
continue developing them- 
selves as a coach. Without 
a doubt, some topics were 
new, and some were be- 
ing refreshed, but every- 
one present learned some- 
thing on this first day. At the 
end of the session, all four 
coaches received a beau- 
tiful souvenir of Aruba. 


On Sunday, at 9am the 
second session began at 
the Nadi Croes/Crismo An- 
gela station and coaches 
had to come on the field 
to see and put what they 
learned the day before 


into practice. Attendants 
had the honor of having 
Mr. Randolph Oduber, ex- 
ecutive member of WBSC 
as a participant, and he 
joined during both days in 
his role as coach. The sun 
was shining brightly, but the 
participants 
persevered 
until the end, and they re- 
ceived their participation 
certificate. 


Sr. Elston Figaroa, president 
of Aruba North Little League 
emphasized: “This was the 
first clinic, but we are sure 
it will not be the last one. 
The coaches of USA Base- 
ball were extremely satis- 
fied with the organization 
and the participation of 


the local coaches. And we 
received good comments 
from our local coaches.” 


It was admirable to see so 
many 
coaches 
coming 
together to the benefit of 
sport and our children. On 
the images, a hidden mes- 
sage becomes visible: if we 
work together, we can all 
achieve. 


Thanks go out from the or- 
ganizers to all participants, 
the speakers of USA Base- 
ball, all organizations that 
helped us to give the best 
possible treatment to our 
guests, and of course, to 
the team of Aruba North 
Little League. q 
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Aqua Grill restaurant: 
The taste of New England with Caribbean flair 


ORANJESTAD — One thing is for certain: Chef 
Scott Scheuerman and his team are famous 
for getting people hooked, just like the fish 
on your plate. You will get the taste of home 
fused with Caribbean while dining in ele- 
gance. Scheuerman will tell how Aqua Grill 
established its name since opening in 2002, 
and why it reaped accolades from such 
prestigious travel publications as Fodor’s, 
who says, “This hip restaurant is heaven on 
earth for seafood lovers, who will find fresh 
fish galore…” Now is your chance to taste 
Aqua Grill’s NEW seasonal menu and create 
a lifetime culinary memory. 


`A Scheuer thing’ 
Secretly, we all know that the success of a 
restaurant begins in the kitchen. That is where 
the chef creates his magic and for Aqua Grill 
the culinary team has won an assortment of 
awards for their continuous delivery of `haute- 
cuisine del mar.’ Classic seafood is mingled 
with contemporary ideas resulting in surpris- 
ing dishes that soon made the restaurant a 
must-dine, confirmed by established travel 
media specialists like Fodor’s and Frommer’s. 
American-born Scheuerman, executive chef 
of Aqua Grill, is thrilled about ‘his restaurant’. 
“We started out as a New England style sea- 
food restaurant, patterned after Boston style. 
But we quickly blended into some Carib- 
bean, local flair… if you will. We do still offer 
the traditional New England dishes like whole 
Maine lobster, northern seafood plates like 
the salmon, tuna and swordfish. We buy also 


from the local fisherman to offer Caribbean 
dishes like snapper and grouper which are 
number one sellers in our restaurant being 
the most prevalent local fishes. Catches like 
wahoo, mahi mahi and brasil are welcome 
too, anything that comes out of the water we 
embrace.” 


Fresh import from Boston 
Aqua Grill flies in their own shipments on a 
weekly basis mostly from Boston because 
the price quality balance is the best, says the 
chef. “We are unique in this. Number one pri- 
ority is buying fresh, we mean not frozen. Our 
original concept is New England seafood 
and we stick to that concept. They have a 
wonderful assortment of oysters and lobsters 
as well.” Aqua Grill also offers international fu- 
sion type of menu items; actually all you wish 
for is there. A very balanced menu awaits 
you. “And we have options for meat lovers 
and vegetarians/vegans too. We, however, 
do not mix it up too much because we be- 
lieve we do not want to lose our identity as a 
seafood restaurant,” Scheuerman adds. 


Sublime menu 
Now is the time to indulge in Aqua Grill’s din- 
ner experience. The established restaurant 
offers a sensational menu. We present to you 
a Raw Bar with among others fresh Oysters on 
the half Shell, Littleneck Clams, Peruvian Cev- 
iche and Lobster Salad. Steamed Dumplings 
and Prawns or Steamed Mussels seduce you 
from the open view kitchen. 
After that continue your gastronomic trip to 
heaven with the house specialties like Main 
Lobster, steamed or broiled or maybe you 
crave for the best Alaska King Crab Legs you 
have ever tasted? 
You haven’t reached your destination yet 
because there are more main course options 
to blow you away: Seared Chilean Sea Bass, 
Cioppino or Blackened Tuba are just some to 
mention. 
Take a pick out of Aqua Grill’s delicious des- 
serts to finally conclude yes, this beats it all. 
We will be back for more.q 


Aqua Grill 
J.E. IrausquinBlvd. 374 
Phone: +297-586-5900 
Fax: +297-586-5901 
Facebook – Instagram – website 
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Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back and we 
would like to portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite vacation picture 
while enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is 
……. Send your picture with that text (in- 
cluding your name and where you are 
from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we 
will publish your vacation memory. Isn’t 
that a special way to keep your best mo- 
ments alive? Please do note: By submitting 
photos, text or any other materials, you 
give permission to The Aruba Today News- 
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any 
of its affiliated companies to use said ma- 
terials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes without compensa- 
tion. 


Last but not least: check out our website, 
Instagram and Facebook page! Thank 
you for supporting our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy reader every 
day again. 
For today we received a lovely message 
from Barbara E. Ringrose. 


Barbara wrote to us saying; 
“I saw yesterday's paper 'Aruba to Me' and 
wanted to send the various pictures I've 
collected since my 1st vacation in 2009. I 
have been sharing the Aruba sunsets ever 
since to family, friends and on social me- 
dia. I would like to think I have brought 
an interest for vacationers to this beauti- 
ful island. Our family has vacationed and 
has loved visiting Aruba for over 40 years 
owning multiple time shares and a cur- 
rent home in Tierra del Sol. Our family will 
stay here for a couple of months.” I have 
also written a book which I am marketing 
on the island this week. Unfortunately we 
leave on Saturday but we will be back in 
early 2023. I hope to make the book a top 
seller while promoting 'ONE HAPPY ISLAND 
'! 
I would be honored to have you post one 
of my sunset pictures. 
Masha danki! And Feliz Navidad!” 


Thank you so much for 
sharing your story with us, 
and on behalf of the Aruba 
Today team we wish you 


all the best with your book, 
thank you for promoting 
our Island.q 
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Aruba’s chiton – clecan 
Episode CLXXXIII- 183 


Etnia Nativa through Island Insight shares native cultur- 
al awareness educates and safeguards Aruba’s heri- 
tage and encourage readers to experiment an island 
keeper state of mind. Live and discover true destina- 
tion values behind our beaches and since this native 
cultural blog get more reasons to love Aruba. 
Accord scientific investigations chitons- local name 
“clecan” - evolved from the Paleozoic, with their actu- 
ally body fixed by the Mesozoic. Chitons are exclusive- 
ly marine animals that live worldwide from cold waters 
through to the tropics on and under rocks. Some spe- 
cies are exposed to the air and light for long periods 
most species inhabit intertidal zones however a few 
species live in deep water. 


All chitons bear a protective dorsal shell that is divided 
into eight articulating aragonite valves embedded in 
the tough muscular girdle that surrounds the chiton’s 
body. Compared with the shells of other mollusks, this 
arrangement allows chitons to roll into a protective ball 
when dislodged and to cling tightly to irregular surfac- 
es. A chiton creeps along slowly on a muscular foot. It 
has considerable power of adhesion and can cling to 
rocks very powerfully, like a limpet. 
Chitons are generally herbivorous grazers feeding on 
algae, bryozoans, diatoms, barnacles and sometimes 
bacteria by scraping the rocky substrate with their well- 
developed radulae, a kind of micro teeth. 


A few species of chitons are predatory and they catch 
other small invertebrates, such as shrimp and possibly 
even small fish, by holding the enlarged, hood-like 
front end of the griddle up off the surface, and then 
clamping down on unsuspecting, shelter-seeking prey. 
They fertilization is usually external and takes place ei- 
ther in the surrounding water. The male releases sperm 
into the water, while the female releases eggs either 
individually, or in a long string. 


The eggs have a tough spiny coat, and usually hatch to 
release a free-swimming trochophore larva. When the 
larva is ready to become an adult, the body elongates 
and the gland cell secretes the plates of the shell. 


After a chiton dies, the individual valves 
which make up the eight-part shell 
comes apart because the girdle is no 
longer holding them together, and then 
the plates sometimes wash up in beach 
drift. The individual shell plates from a 
chiton are sometimes known as butter- 
fly shells due to their shape. Several spe- 
cies of chiton are known to exhibit hom- 
ing behaviors, journeying to feed and 
then returning to the exact spot they 
previously inhabited. The method they 
use to perform such behaviors remains 
unknown. One theory has the chitons 
remembering the topographic profile 
of the region, thus being able to guide 
themselves back to their home scar by 
a physical knowledge of the rocks and 
visual input from their numerous primi- 
tive eyespots. They may leave chemical 
cues along the rock surface which their 
olfactory senses can detect and home 
in on. 
Chitons are eaten in several parts of the 
world included Aruba. Our ancestors 


loved the energy they obtained by eat- 
ing them raw. Many shell pieces of local 
chitons can be found on archaeologi- 
cal grounds. They are also traditionally 
eaten in Philippines where it is called 
kibet if raw and chiton if fried. Native 
Americans of the Pacific coasts of North 
America eat chitons. They are a com- 
mon food on the Pacific coast of South 
America and in the Galapagos. Aborig- 
inal people in Australia eat chiton and 
in South Korea also eat chiton slightly 
boiled and mixed with vegetables and 
hot sauce. 
Animals which prey on chitons include 
humans, seagulls, sea stars, crabs, lob- 
sters and fish. 
Now if you are intrigued by Aruba`s ori- 
gins and our cultural heritage? we en- 
courage you to do something different 
outside the tourist grid. Become one 
of the exclusive visitor of Etnia Nativa`s 
private residential encounter set up, 
where you will be able to touch and be 
touched by authentic Aruba heritage, 
an spectacle of native art, archaic as 
well as archaeological artifacts, lithic 
tools colonial furniture and items. Get 
inside a recycled environment fully of 
peace and relaxation, knowledge and 
information. 


Etnia Nativa is since 1994 the home of 
Anthony our acclaimed, columnist, na- 
tive artist and island expert who is guide 
and lectures through his resplendent 
home. Here is the sole place to recre- 
ate and be introduced to an authentic 
glimpse in to native Aruba. Something 
completely different for a change, a 
contemporary native experience! 


Appointment is required + 297 592 2702 
or etnianativa03@gmail.com q 
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School as a triangular relationship: “We work together with parents 
and students to reach the best for our children” 


ORANJESTAD – During the 
event ‘Topami na Mita’, 
which 
in 
Papiamento 
means, Meet me in the 
Middle, the head of Abra- 
ham de Veer School, Mrs. 
Bueno-Guzman-Hooft was 
present, and she explained 
the important role of school 
in the life of a child, the 
negative effects of media 
and 
electronic 
devices 
on children, and the im- 
portance of cooperation 
between parents and the 
school. 


Mrs. Bueno-Guzman-Hooft 
explained that as a school 
they are there to work and 
help the children and teen- 
agers together with their 
parents. The parents are 
the first line, and if they par- 
ents keep the school aware 
of any developments, to- 
gether they can continue 
working with the youth to 
improve any situation that 
may arise. 


She commented however 
that times have changed 
greatly, and in her 28 years 
of experience working in Ed- 
ucation, she has seen ma- 
jor changes. The change, 
as she indicated, was that 
many years ago there was 
better social control. When 
the child went home, she 
could have her mother still 
at home, or grandmother 
or even great-grandmoth- 
er, or a neighbor, who had 
some control over the child. 
But nowadays, everything 


is completely different. 


These days, both parents 
need to work; some of 


them even have two jobs 
or even more, in order to 
be able to afford all house- 
hold expenses. This means 


that parents, not because 
they don’t want to, but be- 
cause they are not able to, 
don’t have enough time to 
spend with their children 
and no longer have that 
type of control. 


“This is the part where we 
need to work together 
with parents, so that par- 
ents can be more aware 
and be more responsible 
with their children. We un- 
derstand that they need 
to work, but the problem 
is that right now the par- 
ents want to educate their 
children, but they are not 
educating them the way it 
needs to be, and then you 
have the media is educat- 
ing their children”, Bueno- 
Guzman-Hooft comment- 
ed. 


She emphasized that me- 


dia, videogames and all 
sort of electronic games 
are educating the children, 
and they are inundated 
with positive and negative 
information. However the 
information often is nega- 
tive, even fake news, and 
this can cause sometimes 
that the children and teen- 
agers fall into anxiety. 
“They cannot live with- 
out their smartphones. The 
smartphone 
makes 
sure 
that they have a friend, 
someone close to them 
because they feel alone. 
But even though the smart- 
phone is something good 
when you know how to use 
it, when you don’t know 
how to use it, it can be- 
come something hazard- 
ous”, she said. 


She indicated that if a 
teenager still doesn’t know 
how to properly use their 
smartphone, the parents 
need to be aware; it’s not 
enough to just buy expen- 
sive items to fill the void that 
the parent wants to fill from 
not being present in their 
children’s lives, to fill it with 
a smartphone which could 
turn dangerous. 


“This is why, the school in 
a 
triangular 
relationship 
works together with parents 
and students to reach the 
best for our kids. So parents, 
come to your child’s school 
when you are in a difficult 
situation. Don’t stay silent 
because the school is al- 
ways there to help when 
possible”, she said.q 
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By MELISSA LAMBARENA of 
NerdWallet 
At first glance, a “buy now, 
pay later” plan’s promise of 
no interest or upfront fees 
can seem more appealing 
than a credit card’s terms. 
Dividing a transaction into, 
say, a pay-in-four install- 
ment plan sounds straight- 
forward and manageable. 
Unlike credit cards, though, 
these plans lack certain 
consumer protections and 
are sometimes unpredict- 
able. In this way, credit 
cards can be superior to 
pay-in-four buy now, pay 
later plans, making it eas- 
ier to manage payments, 
dispute transactions, get 
refunds, establish credit or 
access certain debt-pay- 
off options. 
Here are some cases in 
which a credit card can 
come out ahead: 
1. CREDIT REPORTING 
Credit card issuers typically 
report on-time payments 
to the three major credit 
bureaus Equifax, Experian 
and TransUnion which can 
help you establish a credit 
history. That’s not always 
the case with buy now, 
pay later companies. De- 
pending on the lender and 
the plan, you might only 
see an account reported 
to the credit bureaus if it 
is sent to collections after 
you default on a loan and 
that kind of blemish can 
stay on your credit report 
for several years. 
And late fees are possible, 
given how easy it is to rack 
up several buy now, pay 
later plans at once. Be- 
cause these loans don’t 
always appear on credit 
reports, future lenders may 
not have visibility into how 
many you’ve opened. 
2. EASIER PAYMENT MAN- 
AGEMENT 


Credit cards as seen July 1, 2021, in Orlando, Fla. 
Associated Press 


Millennial Money: How credit can beat 
buy now, pay later 


Credit cards simplify track- 
ing multiple purchases and 
payments in one place. If 
you’re juggling buy now, 
pay later plans from sev- 
eral companies with differ- 
ent due dates, it’s not as 
seamless. Some buy, now 
pay later companies may 
require 
automatic 
pay- 
ments linked to a bank ac- 
count, but that can lead 
to overdraft fees if that ac- 
count lacks funding. 
Compared with light us- 
ers of buy now, pay later 
plans, heavy users have 
a larger decline in finan- 
cial health in factors like 
overdraft fees or late fees 
, according to the study 
“ Buy Now Pay (Pain?) 
Later,” co-authored by Ed 
deHaan, associate profes- 
sor at the Foster School of 
Business at the University of 
Washington.A credit card 
can also derail a budget, 
but it has a big guardrail: 
There’s a credit check that 
may factor in your income 
and other debts. “That pro- 
tection, which can be a 
frustrating thing for a con- 
sumer who is trying to get 
credit, actually can be a 
really helpful protection to 
stop someone from getting 
in over their head on multi- 
ple lines of credit,” deHaan 


says. 
3. TRANSPARENT DISCLO- 
SURES 
Regulatory 
requirements 
on credit cards can of- 
fer additional protections. 
The Truth in Lending Act 
requires credit card issu- 
ers to provide disclosures 
that show the card’s terms 
and a box that outlines the 
costs of carrying the card 
such as fees, interest rates, 
minimum interest charges, 
grace periods and other 
details. 
After 
launching 
an investigation, the Con- 
sumer Financial Protection 
Bureau, or CFPB, deter- 
mined in a report that most 
buy now, pay later lenders 
don’t provide these stan- 
dard 
cost-of-credit 
dis- 
closures or periodic state- 
ment. 
4. 
CONSUMER 
PROTEC- 
TIONS 
If an item arrives damaged, 
its quality is less than ideal, 
it’s stolen or it never arrives, 
you might be unpleasantly 
surprised by your buy now, 
pay later terms. 
Credit 
cards 
allow 
for 
easier disputes and re- 
turns. If you’re only mak- 
ing a return, the process to 
get money refunded to a 
credit card is simpler com- 
pared with that of some 
buy now, pay later plans. 
For billing dispute and er- 
ror resolution, credit card 
holders have legal rights 
that may include not hav- 
ing to make a payment for 
the item while a claim is 
pending. 
The law also forbids credit 
card issuers from charging 
multiple late fees for the 
same missed payment. q 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 
centro medico Tel. 584 5794 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Divi Golf & Beach Resort 
eagle beach 
studio wk 50, 51, 52, 
ocean front $9 K each 
1 br wk 50, 51, 52, 1 


$11 K each 


call +297 564 2686 


z3837@yahoo.de 
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For Rent Best Price 
studio & 1 bedroom 
week 50, 51, 52 and 1 
Ocean View 
divi Village Golf & beach resort 


call +297 564 2686 


z3837@yahoo.de 
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By SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
Much of the Arctic is in a 
burst of freak December 
warming. 
In Utqiagvik, Alaska’s north- 
ernmost community for- 
merly known as Barrow, it 
hit 40 degrees (4.4 degrees 
Celsius) Monday morning. 
That’s not only a record by 
six degrees (3.3 degrees 
Celsius) but it’s the warm- 
est that region has seen on 
record from late October 
to late April, according to 
Rick Thoman, a climate 
specialist at the Interna- 
tional 
Arctic 
Research 
Center at the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks. 
It rained over the week- 
end 
in 
Nome, 
Alaska, 
which is unusual but not 
unheard of for December 
and the town also had 
record-breaking 
warmth 
Sunday. Savoonga Creek 
was flooding and didn’t 
have snow cover, nor did 
the town of Teller north- 
west of Nome, where snow 
this time of year is used for 
drinking 
water, 
Thoman 
said. 
On Sunday, the Arctic as a 
whole averaged 11.5 de- 
grees (6.4 degrees Celsius) 
warmer than the 1979-2000 
average temperature and 
on 
Monday, 
computer 
models showed that aver- 
age to likely be 10.5 de- 
grees (5.9 degrees Celsius) 
warmer than normal, ac- 
cording to the University of 
Maine’s Climate Reana- 
lyzer. 
In Nuuk, Greenland, on 


Areas of Greenland are seen from the air near Kangerlussuaq, Greenland, May 20, 2021. 
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December serving up baked Alaska and warming 
most of Arctic 


Friday it was shirt-sleeve 
weather 
in 
December, 
when 
the 
temperature 
peaked at 54 degrees 
(12.2 degrees Celsius), 26 
degrees 
(14.4 
degrees 
Celsius) above the normal 
high mark. In Kangerlus- 
suaq, Greenland, on Friday 
it hit 48 degrees (8.9 de- 
grees Celsius), which was 
34 degrees (18.9 degrees 
Celsius) warmer than nor- 
mal. 
“The entire Arctic is hot ex- 
cept for small portions of 
the central and eastern 
Canadian Arctic and a 


very small portion of Sibe- 
ria,” Thoman said from a 
warmer than normal Fair- 
banks. 
Part of it is because of a 
system of storms, which is 
likely just random weath- 
er, but part is it from lower 
than normal sea ice, which 
is human-caused climate 
change, Thoman said. 
Sea ice in the Arctic is 
about sixth lowest on re- 
cord, according to the 
National Snow and Ice 
Data Center. It’s far below 
normal “but we’ve seen 
worse,” Thoman said. 


Sea ice matters because in 
areas of the Arctic there’s 
no sun in the winter and 
the atmosphere is cold. 
But if there’s open water, 
that’s usually warmer than 
the atmosphere. 
“Think of that as a heating 
pad and it’s just emitting 
heat into the atmosphere,” 
Thoman said.q 
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By MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A copy 
of what’s being called Ste- 
phen Sondheim’s first origi- 
nal cast recording has been 
found on a misplaced CD, 
capturing the legendary 
composer’s budding skills in 
a student-led musical while 
at Williams College in 1948. 
Sondheim was an 18-year- 
old sophomore when he 
wrote the music for “Phin- 
ney’s Rainbow,” a show 
that had just four perfor- 
mances sponsored by Wil- 
liams’ theatrical organiza- 
tion Cap and Bells. 
Paul Salsini, a journalist 
and the author of the new 
memoir “Sondheim & Me: 
Revealing a Musical Ge- 
nius,” recently found the 
CD while putting away 
material he had amassed 
for his book and realized it 
contained “Sondheim’s first 
original cast recording.” 
“I played it and I thought, 
‘My goodness, this is re- 
ally rare,’” Salsini, who also 
founded and edited The 
Sondheim Review, told The 
Associated Press from his 
home in Milwaukee. “It’s a 
find.” The college show had 
music by Sondheim and a 
book and lyrics by Sond- 
heim and another student, 
Josiah T.S. Horton. Sond- 
heim was at the piano and 
there was no orchestra. 
Salsini suspects Sondheim 
himself recorded one of 


the shows on an acetate 
recorder, noting that his 
mentor 
Oscar 
Hammer- 
stein II had urged him to 
buy such a device. “I’m 
90% sure that Sondheim put 
this tape recorder next to 
his piano.” 
The show’s title has two 
playful references one to 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” which 
had recently opened on 
Broadway, and the other 
to James Phinney Baxter III, 
president of Williams. 
The show was a satire cen- 
tered on a school named 


Swindlehurst Prep, whose 
students are divided into 
three types athletes, wolves 
and intellectuals. When the 
president is away, the stu- 
dents go wild. Salsini calls 
the humor “collegiate.” In 
one quip, someone says: 
“The students are revolt- 
ing.” The reply: “The faculty 
isn’t so good either.” 
Sondheim wrote 25 mu- 
sical numbers for “Phin- 
ney’s Rainbow,” including 
a dream ballet. The show 
had a cast of 52 students all 
men, since Williams didn’t 


admit women until 1971. 
The budget was $1,035. 
Salsini’s CD consists of 19 
tracks, for a total running 
time of 1 hour and 20 min- 
utes. Somehow, the disc 
had gotten misplaced and 
he couldn’t include it in his 
book, to his regret. He’s not 
sure how he got it in the first 
place. Salsini believes other 
copies might be out there, 
although none have been 
found at the Library of Con- 
gress or Williams, in Massa- 
chusetts. 
The sound quality is pretty 


poor with laughing and 
clapping sometimes over- 
whelming the lyrics but the 
find is thrilling, nonetheless. 
Many of the songs hint at 
the musical theater giant 
to become, like the first 
act’s “How Do I Know?” 
with clever wordplay: “And 
I asked you when/ And you 
said I would know!/But how 
will I know/When I know 
that you said ‘no’?/I just 
don’t know!” 
Salsini points to that song 
as an early example of 
a theme that Sondheim 
would return to often. “That 
is a precursor for so many of 
Sondheim’s songs in which 
he expresses a longing, a 
longing for love, a long- 
ing for affection, that runs 
through many of his songs 
in the course of his career.” 
Sondheim, who died in 
2021, became a giant in 
musical theater, influenc- 
ing several generations of 
songwriters, 
particularly 
with such landmark musi- 
cals as “Company,” “Fol- 
lies” and “Sweeney Todd.” 
Six of Sondheim’s musicals 
won Tony Awards for best 
score, and he also received 
a Pulitzer Prize (“Sunday in 
the Park”), an Academy 
Award (for the song “Soon- 
er or Later” from the film 
“Dick Tracy”), five Olivier 
Awards and the Presiden- 
tial Medal of Honor. In 2008, 
he received a Tony Award 
for lifetime achievement.q 


Composer and lyricist Stephen Sondheim poses after being awarded the Freedom of the City of 
London at a ceremony in London, on Sept. 27, 2018. 
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Lost Stephen Sondheim musical reveals insight into a giant 


By MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — There’s 
no rest for the spicy: Fresh 
off a world tour and two 
albums this year, Red Hot 
Chili Peppers are prepar- 
ing for a set of stadium 
shows and festival stops 
across North America and 
Europe in 2023. 
Live Nation said Monday 
the band’s 23-date global 
trek kicks off March 29 at 
BC Place in Vancouver, 
followed by shows in Las 
Vegas, San Diego, Hous- 
ton, Lisbon, Madrid, Vienna 


Anthony Kiedis, of Red Hot Chili Peppers, accepts the award for 
best rock for “Black Summer” at the MTV Video Music Awards at 
the Prudential Center on Sunday, Aug. 28, 2022, in Newark, N.J. 
From left looking on are fellow band member John Frusciante, 
Chad Smith and Flea. 
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‘Road Trippin’ — Red Hot Chili Peppers 
unveil 2023 tour 


and more before wrapping 
up on July 23 in Glasgow, 
Scotland. 
Joining the band on select 
dates will be The Strokes, 
Iggy Pop, The Roots, The 
Mars Volta, St. Vincent, 
City and Colour, Thunder- 
cat and King Princess. Tick- 
ets go on sale starting Dec. 
9 at 10 a.m. local time at 
redhotchilipeppers.com. 
The funk-rock band gave 
us not one but two albums 
in 2022 October’s “Return 
of the Dream Canteen” 
and 
April’s 
“Unlimited 
Love.” Both spent time at 


No. 1 of Billboard’s top al- 
bum sales chart. 
The Peppers recently took 
home the Global Icon 
Award, at the MTV VMAs 
and their single “Black 
Summer” also won the 
award for Best Rock Video. 
Trade publication Pollstar 
put the Peppers at No. 4 
on its list of most lucrative 
concert tours in 2022, be- 
hind Bad Bunny, Elton John 
and Lady Gaga, with an 
average box office gross 
per city of $5,605,217 and 
an average ticket price at 
$134.39.q 
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By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
If the NBA has a magic 
number, it’s 100. 
Wilt Chamberlain’s single- 
game scoring record. A 
perfect shooting percent- 
age. And the rule pretty 
much seemed to be that 
if a team scored 100 points 
in a game, it probably was 
going to walk off the floor 
as a winner. 
Not anymore. 
Put simply, 100 doesn’t 
guarantee anything. Teams 
with at least 100 points are 
losing 45% of their games 
so far this season, the high- 
est such rate in more than 
50 years and nearly 10% 
higher than the league’s 
all-time average. 
Orlando is 4-16 when scor- 
ing 100 points. Detroit is 6-14 
in those games. Houston is 
7-15. It’s just not enough to 
win in this NBA era, where 
defense might seem op- 
tional teams insist that isn’t 
the case and 20-point 
scorers appear to be ev- 
erywhere. 
Really. They’re everywhere. 
Right now, there are nearly 
50 NBA players on pace to 
average 20 points this sea- 
son. A decade ago, only 11 
players finished the season 
with such an average. There 
will, without question, be 
more 
20-point-per-game 
guys not getting picked for 
the All-Star Game this year 
than ever before, simply 
because there aren’t any- 
where near enough roster 


spots in that game to ac- 
commodate them all. 
“We’ve got a lot of threats 
out there to shoot the ball,” 
said Brooklyn’s Kevin Du- 
rant, whose current av- 
erage of 29.9 points per 
game ranks seventh in the 
league this season -- yet is 
more than he averaged in 
two of the four seasons in 
which he won the league’s 
scoring title. “So that keeps 
defenses on their heels.” 


He was speaking of the Nets 
when he said that, though 
he could have just as eas- 
ily been talking about the 
whole league. 
Not since 1969-70 has the 
NBA seen a season where 
teams are averaging this 
many points per game. 
The league average this 
season is 113 points per 
contest; that’s up 13 points 
from eight seasons ago 
and up almost 17 points 


from 11 seasons ago. Much 
of that has to do with the 
league’s ongoing reliance 
on the 3-pointer a record 
number of those (30.598) 
were made last season 
and this season is on pace 
for a similar total in that de- 
partment. 
Magic coach Jamahl Mos- 
ley says his definition of a 
good defensive game in 
this NBA is simple: holding 
an opponent to 107 or 108 
points tends to make him 
happy. 
“That’s 
the 
crazy 
part 
about it,” Mosley said. “You 
say you’re scoring enough 
to get where you need to 
be, but then defensively, if 
you’re giving up the 120’s 
and the 115’s, that’s where 
it becomes tough. That’s 
two or three less turnovers, 
that’s one more rebound, 
that’s knocking down one 
more shot, that’s taking 
away one more 3. You talk 
about the small gains and 
the small things you can do 
to help your defense get 
better, those are the piec- 
es.” 
This may be the best and 
simplest example of how 
the game has changed. 
In the 2014-15 season, the 
Los Angeles Clippers av- 
eraged 106.9 points per 
game, which was second- 
best in the NBA. This season, 
the Clippers are averaging 
107.2 per game. That’s last 
in the league. 
“I think one of our team’s 
greatest challenges right 


now is just being consistent 
on both ends of the floor, 
especially the defense,” 
Denver 
coach 
Michael 
Malone said. 
Every coach in the league 
could, and probably has, 
offered a similar assess- 
ment. The game just keeps 
changing and what used 
to be normal just isn’t any- 
more. 
Going into this week, more 
than half of the league’s 
teams 16 of the 30 are on 
pace to have one of the six 
highest-scoring seasons in 
their history. Of the first 351 
games played this season, 
there have been only 10 in- 
stances of a team scoring 
less than 100 points and still 
winning. Last year, it hap- 
pened about three times 
as frequently as it has this 
season. 
Some of the stats out there 
right now when it comes to 
scoring are just wacky. Min- 
nesota was 20-0 last season 
when scoring 126 points; 
the Timberwolves are 4-3 
in those games this season. 
Miami scored 121 points in 
regulation and lost a game 
in Boston last week; the 
Heat had been 64-6 under 
coach Erik Spoelstra in such 
games. And then there 
was Nov. 13, when the New 
York Knicks did something 
truly historic. 
They scored 135 points in 
regulation that night and 
lost by double figures any- 
way, falling 145-135 to the 
Oklahoma City Thunder. q 


Wilt Chamberlain of the Philadelphia Warriors holds a sign in the 
dressing room in Hershey, Pa., after he scored 100 points as the 
Warriors defeated the New York Knickerbockers 169-147, March 
2, 1962. 
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Analysis: In the NBA, 100 points no longer assures anything 


Kyle Gibson, Orioles finalize $10M, 
1-year contract 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — Right- 
hander Kyle Gibson and 
the Baltimore Orioles final- 
ized a $10 million, one-year 
contract on Monday. 
The 
35-year-old 
would 
receive a $150,000 as- 
signment bonus if traded, 
payable by the receiving 
team. He also can earn a 
$25,000 bonus if he is elect- 
ed or selected for the All- 
Star team. Gibson was an 
All-Star in 2021. 
Gibson was 10-8 with a 
5.05 ERA in 31 starts for Phil- 
adelphia last season. He 
also pitched 2 1/3 score- 


less innings in two relief ap- 
pearances in the postsea- 
son for the NL champions. 
Baltimore gained anoth- 
er experienced arm as it 
looks to build on its surpris- 
ing season. After losing 110 
games the previous year, 
the Orioles contended for 
an AL wild card for much 
of the summer before fin- 
ishing 83-79 for the fran- 
chise's first winning record 
since 2016. 
Gibson was an AL All-Star 
in 2021, going 6-3 with a 
2.87 ERA in 19 starts for Tex- 
as. He was traded to Phila- 


delphia that July, and he 
went 4-6 with a 5.09 ERA 
in 12 appearances for the 
Phillies down the stretch. 
The 6-foot-6 Gibson was 
selected by Minnesota in 
the first round of the 2009 
amateur draft. He made 
his big league debut with 
the Twins in 2013. 
He spent his first first seven 
seasons with Minnesota, 
going 67-68 with a 4.52 
ERA in 193 games, includ- 
ing 188 starts. He had his 
best year in 2018, finishing 
with a career-low 3.62 ERA 
in a career-best 196 2/3 in- 


nings. Gibson, who signed 
a $28 million, three-year 
contract with Texas in De- 


cember 2019, is 89-91 with 
a 4.52 ERA in 267 major 
league games.q 


Philadelphia Phillies starting pitcher Kyle Gibson throws during 
the first game of the team's baseball doubleheader against 
the Washington Nationals, Oct. 1, 2022, in Washington. 
Associated Press 
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By ARNIE STAPLETON 
AP Pro Football Writer 
DENVER 
(AP) 
— 
Deion 
Sanders sauntered into the 
Arrow Touchdown Club for 
what felt more like an old- 
fashioned tent revival than 
a news conference to intro- 
duce the University of Colo- 
rado’s splashy new hire of 
“Coach Prime” as its head 
football coach. 
At that very moment Sun- 
day afternoon, the Denver 
Broncos were predictably 
blowing another late lead 
in their death spiral under 
Nathaniel Hackett and Rus- 
sell Wilson, who this time 
couldn’t even reach the 
red zone much less the 
end zone in a 10-9 loss at 
Baltimore. Folsom Field has 
been 
college 
football’s 
wasteland for the better 
part of this century, but a 
perfect storm has brewed 
over Boulder that could 
allow the Buffaloes to turn 
things 
around 
overnight 
from a 1-11 team that was 
one of the worst in the na- 
tion to a relevant program 
again.The university recent- 
ly launched a collective for 
donations that will create 
a pool of money so that 
Colorado can compete 
with its conference rivals 
in name, image and like- 
ness deals. And the school 
has relaxed its rules regard- 
ing transfer credits, a move 
that will allow Sanders’ 
program to compete with 
established football power- 
houses across the country. 
Combine that with the hir- 
ing of Sanders and Colora- 


do suddenly can compete 
with traditional powerhous- 
es in luring five-star recruits 
and prominent players in 
the transfer portal. 
Suddenly it’s cool to be at 
Colorado, and with Coach 
Prime’s arrival, the Buffs 
have swiped the buzz that 
the Broncos have owned 
in the Centennial State for 
decades. 
Now, it’s the Broncos who 
are at the bottom of the 
barrel in the NFL. At 3-9, 
they’ve lost 13 of their last 
16, the franchise’s worst 
such stretch since the 1970 
merger. 
It was the state’s profession- 
al football team and not its 
flagship university that had 
all the buzz this spring. 


When the Buffs were em- 
barking on a season that 
would see them win just 
one game and fire coach 
Karl Dorrell midseason, the 
Broncos 
were 
boasting 
about their acquisition of 
Wilson, whom they would 
reward with a contract ex- 
tension before the season 
that was worth just shy of a 
quarter-billion dollars. 
Broncos fans were thrilled 
that the team’s new own- 
ers were members of the 
wealthiest family in Ameri- 
ca. Walmart heir Rob Wal- 
ton, the oldest child of 
Walmart co-founder Sam 
Walton, bought the Bron- 
cos for $4.65 billion, a glob- 
al record for a professional 
sports franchise. 


Things were looking up in 
Denver before it all took a 
bad turn on opening week- 
end when Hackett settled 
for a Brandon McManus 
64-yard field-goal attempt 
in Wilson’s horrible home- 
coming at Seattle. 
McManus missed, just as he 
did Sunday when he came 
up short on a 63-yarder at 
Baltimore. 
Wilson has thrown for just 
eight touchdowns in 11 
starts, and the Broncos 
have reached the end 
zone three times since Hal- 
loween. Detroit Lions run- 
ning back Jamaal Williams 
has as many touchdowns 
himself 14 as the entire 
Broncos roster this season. 
The Broncos managed just 


three field goals Sunday 
but still throttled the Ravens 
all afternoon before allow- 
ing Lamar Jackson’s back- 
up, Tyler Huntley, to drive 
them 91 yards in 16 plays 
for the game’s only touch- 
down with 28 seconds left. 
Meanwhile, 
the 
Dallas 
Cowboys scored 33 points 
in the fourth quarter Sun- 
day against the Indianapo- 
lis Colts, or 18 more points 
than the Broncos have 
managed in the third quar- 
ter all season. 
It’s “Groundhog Day” in 
Denver with the Broncos’ 
maladroit offense unable 
to score and its stellar de- 
fense incapable of closing 
out opponents. 
Not helping matters was a 
rare slip-up by the Broncos’ 
social media team over the 
weekend after the week’s 
poster on the team’s Twit- 
ter account showed Den- 
ver’s leading tackler Alex 
Singleton alongside Jack- 
son, Baltimore’s dynamic 
starting quarterback who 
went out in the first quarter 
with a knee injury. 
Critics wondered why they 
highlighted Singleton rath- 
er than say, cornerback 
Patrick Surtain II or safety 
Justin Simmons, who would 
record two interceptions 
Sunday. 
“Looks like we made some 
new friends with our game 
poster!” read the team’s 
response on Twitter. “Shou- 
tout to the real fans who 
know we do this every 
week & always feature a 
different player.” q 


Deion Sanders speaks after being introduced as the new head football coach at the University of 
Colorado during a news conference Sunday, Dec. 4, 2022, in Boulder, Colo. 
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Deion Sanders’ arrival swipes buzz from bungling Broncos 


By GREG BEACHAM 
AP Sports Writer 
THOUSAND 
OAKS, 
Calif. 
(AP) — The Los Angeles 
Rams have claimed quar- 
terback Baker Mayfield off 
waivers. 
The Rams made the move 
Tuesday to add Mayfield, 
the No. 1 pick in the 2018 
draft by Cleveland. May- 
field was released by the 
Panthers on Monday at his 
request after seven disap- 
pointing games with Caro- 
lina. 


After league-wide specula- 
tion about Mayfield joining 
the contending San Fran- 
cisco 49ers or Baltimore 
Ravens, Mayfield instead 
will join the injury-plagued 
Rams (3-9). 
Los Angeles has lost six 
straight 
games 
during 
what’s shaping up as the 
worst season in NFL history 
for a defending Super Bowl 
champion. 
The Rams also need help 
at quarterback: Matthew 
Stafford is almost certainly 


out for the season with a 
bruised spinal cord, and 
backups John Wolford and 
Bryce Perkins have been 
fairly ineffective while play- 
ing three of the past four 
games. 
Wolford passed for 178 
yards with no touchdowns 
in last Sunday’s loss to Se- 
attle. 
The Rams host the Las Ve- 
gas Raiders on Thursday 
night, 
and 
it’s 
unclear 
whether Mayfield could be 
ready to participate.q 


Carolina Panthers quarterback Baker Mayfield speaks at a news 
conference after an NFL football game against the Baltimore 
Ravens, Sunday, Nov. 20, 2022, in Baltimore. 
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Injury-plagued LA Rams claim QB 
Baker Mayfield off waivers 


